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Filleadh ar an gCathair

Anocht ag filleadh dom,
Blaisim allas na cathrach faram.
Deas liom a taiseacht.

Preabann an Aimsir Laithreach
Gan aire 6 gach balla
I mbrothall an trathnéna.

Admhaim go musclaionn
Gas sceite
Sceitimini ionam.

Is fior nach gcitear
Lui na gréine
I bhfairsing’ spéire:

Cacann an oiche
Idir foirgnimh arda
Gan rabhadh;

Ach lasann soilse neon
Cuinni coimhthiocha
Mo chroi.

Faoiseamh a gheobhadsa
Ar mo ghrianan gealai,
Mo chluas le hamhran trachta.

'Filleadh ar an gCathair' by Ailbhe Ni Ghearbhuigh. By kind permission of the
author and The Gallery Press, Loughcrew, Oldcastle, County Meath, Ireland from
The Coast Road (2016).
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Back to the City

Tonight I'm coming back.
I taste the city's sweat around me,
And it tastes good

The whole thing's present tense,
And heat throbs from its walls
In the late afternoon

I will admit
That I am high on what
The city heaves out of itself.

It's true there's not
The slightest glimpse of sundown
In this wide sky.

The night dives low
Between tall buildings
Without warning.

But neon signs
Light up the strangest corners
Of my heart.

And peace comes dropping slow
On the moonlit window ledge,
My ear lulled to the traffic's song.

Translation: Justin Quinn, in Ailbhe Ni Ghearbhuigh, The Coast Road (Oldcastle,
Co. Meath: The Gallery Press, 2016)
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Programme Note:

This work is a choral setting of the poem 'Filleadh ar an gCathair' by Irish poet
Ailbhe Ni Ghearbhuigh. The poem is both a reflection on certain aspects of city life
and a celebration of these; the text is rich in concepts and descriptions that trigger
the imagination and engage the senses. I was particulary drawn to the choice of
elements that the poet references in conveying the appeal of the city, and how the
depictions ring true.

There are two moods to the music of the piece: one of gentle reflection which
contemplates some of the attractive aspects of life in the city, and one of constant
movement representing the vibrancy, the pulse of the place.

The work was commissioned by Feis Ceoil with support from the University of
Notre Dame's Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish Studies to be a set piece for
choirs participating in Feis Ceoil 2026.

Performance Notes:

Smile. Sometimes a gentle reflective smile, sometimes excited, with purpose. Keep
the energy and vibrancy of the city alive thoughout the performance; in the slower
sections keep them bubbling beneath the surface. You love this place, let your face
show it.

In sections where either the character or the dynamic, or both, change (e.g. bars
22-24, 35-38) aim to capture these changes whilst still keeping the momentum.

There is an optional divisi in bar 57 to be sung should the musical forces allow it.
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Filleadh ar an gCathair

Commissioned by Feis Ceoil with support from
the University of Notre Dame’s Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish Studies

Ailbhe Ni Ghearbhuigh Norah Constance Walsh
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